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ee@m 66 happy. Yet his theme 
i one of fundamental! impor- 
fence with which he hrs 
already been concerned in se- 
versal of his novels. ft is that 
meny of our outward freedoms 
have been lost during the pas" 
tyefive years, sacrificed 
exchange for other thing: 
“— surh as equality and ma- 
Wrial, prosperity — which are 
considered by some to be of 
equal gr greater value. The 
come, however. in 
Mr. Bfiorgen’s opinion, when 
we heve civen up all the free- 
Gom' we Gare for today not 
only the outward liberties but 
the liberties of the mind itself 
ere being challenged 
Tt is not always easy t 
follow the author's argumer : 
but to him the danger seems 
to lie in the development of 
a new psychological technique 
‘which can deprive a man of 
his independence of though* 
and put him in the power of 
the technician, practising it 
So far. sO good ~ but Mr Mor- 
gani goes on to ask us to be- 
lieve that the technicians — 
or ma@'eriglists, scieritists oF 
wheat you will — are the i- 
struments of a personal Devil 
For thost readers this will be 
a bit hard to swailew. Never- 
theless one can share his mis- 
givings without ascribing the 
Cangers in which they origi- 
nate to @ diabolical source 
This thesis is developed in 
the first two essays, and th« 
rest of the book consists of 
other short variations on it 
Whether discussing poets 
saints, the Lost Generstion 
which died in the last war. or 
the qualities of a good teacher, 
Mr. Morgan illustrates the na- 
ture of liberty as he sees ft 
and the forces which threaten 
it. Eyen when one disagrees 
with his conclusions one can- 
not fail to find them stimulat- 
ing’ and though*'-pr ovoking. 
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Moscow in 1945 together with 15 
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expected, few scenes in fic- 
tion can match that in which 
George Arthur Rose, for 20 
years barred from Holy Or- 
ders, finds himself at the Col- 
lege of Cardinals in the Va- 
ticamn and is asked, out of a 
clear sky, the awful cues 
tion: “Wilt thou accept pon- 
tificality?” Nothing in the 
fast G3 pages of the book 


Arms Race in the Heavens 


on 

Low, Marston, & Co... Lad. Len- 

don, i.2/-. 

Jane's “All the World's Air- 
craft” is a companion volume 
t> Jane's Fighting Ships. While 
the naval compendium limits 
itself to warshipa and the 
numerical size of the world’s 
fleets. ite aeronautical counter- 
part, though providing few 
comparisons of strength. deals 
exhaustively both with military 
and civil aircraft and their 
organizational background | 

The latest edition of Jane's 
Aircraft contains five sections. 
Of these the first deals with 
military aviation and gives, 
within the limits of security 
considerations, numerous de- 
tails as to the administrative 
build-up and equipment of the 
world’s air forces. The US 
and Britain ere dealt with 
exhaustively, Russia more per- 
functorily for obvious reasons. 
A. surprise feature in this sec- 
tion is Sweden which, aided 
by «a lively aircraft industry, 
has built up one of the world’s 
strongest forces, Israel is men- 
tioned for the first time end 
some notice, unfortunately 
scanty, is taken of the various 
Arab States 

Civil Pr 

The second section in Jane's 
ia Gevoted to Civil Aviation, 
and includes considerable 
amount of eminently useful in- 
formation regarding airports, 
flying ciubs, transport com- 
panies, air publications. and 
government departments in all 
countries dealing with avia- 
tion. There are also useful de- 
tails regarding the growth of 
Civil Aviation in neighbouring 
countries, «a matter of some 
importance, seeing that Syria, 
for instance, took over her 
sole transport company for 
milary purpose in 1948. In- 
cidentally, Jordan's Arab Alir- 
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ways is listed as operating to 
Haifa. which it does not do 
as yet. 

There are also two sections 
dealing with aircraft engines, 
respectively with airships, 
which have again come into 
naval favour for dealing with 
the submarine menace. The 
engine section will be of great 
interegt to the specialist. 


Security Restrictions 

The ordinary reader will, of 
course, concentrate chiefly on 
the 300-page section summariz- 
ing the Worlds aeroplanes. 
Here entries include astonish- 
ingiy full and meticulously ar- 
ranged particulars ranging 
from builders’ addressees. the 
dimensions, performance, and 
power plant of the various 
planes, down to structural de- 
tails and general notes on each 
type and, in the case of mili- 
tary aircraft, notes on arma- 
ment and bomb loads. The air- 
craft described vary in size 
from the American Hughes 
flying boat designed to carry 
700 people and the British- 
built de Havilland Comet four- 
jet airliner, to the Hoppicopter, 
practically a flying umbrelia, 
now under development in the 
US. The British pages contain, 
apart form epecific R.AF. air- 
craft, such as the Canberra 
jet bomber, good pictures and 
descriptions of the De Havilland 
Vampire fighter bomber, and the 
Hawker Fury Oghter es supplied 
to Egypt. As for Russia, so little 
is known of her latest aircraft 
that Jane's is forced to sub- 
stitute sketches for pictures in 
illustrating the re llyu- 
shin bomber, and the Yak 17 (7) 
fighter reputed to be in the 
1000 k p.b. class. 

Rocket and remotely con- 
trolled craft do not as yet fi- 
gure largely in Jane's possibly 
owing to security restrictiona, 
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but many protutypes and ex- 
perimental craft are listed, 
mainly though not exclusively 
of American, British, or French 
makes. Among them might be 
mentioned the Sritish Avro 
707 delta-wing plane, the Amer- 
ican YB-49. an ecight-jet tail- 
leas heavy bomber, and the 
French Leduc ram-jet. which 
managed to reach &© «ph. on 
half power, by’ means of a 
flying stove-pipe power plant 
that has practically no moving 
parts, and also boasts of the 
peculiarity of developing more 
power the faster it goes. In 
the meantime, the American 
Dougias Aircraft Company is 
projecting a plane to reach 
three times the speed of sound, 
with a ceiling of 90,000 metres. 


New Lancing Gear 
Less spectacular develop- 
ments to tbe noted in today's 
aircraft, are the experimental 
introduction of track tread 
landing gear instead of wheels, 
and the acoption in the United 
States of the detachable cargo 
compartment desigiied to be 
picked up, or dropped at will 
by its parent aircraft. 
Notwithstanding the strange 
and weird radar fittings aport- 
ed by some types of planes, 
notably British submarine 
spotters, streamlining goes on 
apace. With swept back wings 
growing ever thinner, shorter, 
and stubbier, and ever increas- 
ing speed, modern planes are 
clearly on the way to turning 
into flying craft closely re- 
sembling today’s controlled 
missiles. 
WALTER PICK 


rian is the offspring 
paranoiac imagin 
L 


te 


to Catholicism in his twen- 
ties. His genius “and genius 
it undoubtedly was) came to 
fiower in the Nineties, when 
he turned to literature after 
abandoning tentative efforts 
at a.career in art. Novels, a 
history (“Chronicles of the 
House of Borgia” — and the 
BPorgias were saints, Corvo 
“demonstrated™!). translations 
(the Rubaiyat into prose—444 
cuatrains; Meleager from the 
Greek), short stories, ar- 
ticles—these he produced, all 
marked with a style whose 
main distinction was perhaps 
that it was “different.” He 
developed a peculiar word- 
order for his striking senten- 
ces. He invented words from 
the Greek and Latin — pro- 
viding @ glossary for one -.of 
his novels! He practised ea 
form of spelling that would 
have shocked a _  school-tea- 
cher. But his pictures are 
unforgettably alive. He turn- 
ed an epigram easily and fre- 
quently. The most implausible 
events and characters became 
real in his words. 

“Hadrian The . Seventh” 
was first published in 1904, 
nine years before Corvo's 
sudden death in Venice (‘at 
least one writer has sug- 
gested suicide, although it 
was certified by a British 
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Open: 
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